There can be no doubt that it is a valid instinct in man, which has always assigned a commanding, if not supreme importance, in the complex processes of physiology, to the blood, and especially its red corpuscles. I have myself long been persuaded that all of the variations in these complex processes, which on the one side constitute health, and on the other disease?which two are only divided aspects of one and the same system, series, or sum of the animal functions,?will eventually be found to turn upon some change at a given time and under peculiar conditions, in either the rate of its progress, or the character of its main elements.
It is to this latter point that I propose briefly to ask at- These observations lead me to the conclusion that the red blood corpuscle is either the separate form of the aggregations of rounded particles, apparently granular, forming the white corpuscle, or of the corpuscles I have designated found in the lymph canals, and that it undergoes a series of changes, by which it finally becomes converted into matter soluble in the plasma, and that they are thus continually dissolved and replaced.
